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I. As a result of army defections on the island of Sumatra, the 
Indonesian Government now faces both the threat of civil war 
and the danger of a resumption of Communist influence on a 


mbre serious scale than at any time since 1948. 

The Immediate military problem is in North Sumatra, where 
the colorful local military commander, Col. Simbolon, 
seized the provincial government at Medan and severed 
relations with the central government on 22 December. 

1. Simbolon, in turn, was deposed on 27 December by Lt. 
Colonel Ginting, an officer loyal to the central 



government . 

Simbolon, who escaped from Medan 

r\ 


, has been given until 
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‘V v believed loyal to Siabolon, while the other half ar 
presently supporting Ginting. ,| -M.-M . 5 

Earlier, In Central Sumatra, a local army commander (Lt. Co 
Hussein) subordinate to Simbolon assumed |control of the pro 
vlncial government on 20 December, claiming dissatisfaction 
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lother d issident army off icer 
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—who attempted a coup agalnat the All government 
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in mid-Iovember- 

■■joined Simbolon on ,<lorth Sumatra, 

III. FiJS^the civilian governor of South Sumatra, on 24 December, 
blocked further transfer of fund* and revenue* normally flowing 
to Djakarta. Although the governor claims his action is aimed 
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at accelerating needed development and reconstruction in his 

_ Approved For Release 2002/02/1 2 : Cl A-RDP79R00890A000800030002-4 , '* . 
province, and had nothing to do with ‘’politico and provi^ial- 
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SS , ."'lJtl«r« i® 11 possibility^of complicity with 8ihbolon, The. 
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™" commander in SoufeSumatra, with l&M troops, 'appears 
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v tbf )»e%6opera t ing with the civilian governor. 

In this situation, the problem facing the central government 
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.rst is, a direct threat to survival of: the All cabinet 
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The disaffected army elements in both North ami Central 

■ • ‘ " 6; ■ ■■■ ' ■ p?" 

Sumatra have called for the cabinet's resignation and a 
return to leadership of former vice president Hatta, 
himself a Sumatran. 

2. President Sukarno, Prime Minister Ali and his National 
Party, however, are reported determined to preserve 
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I . Soviet Influence in Afghanistan has eontinuadtogrow through 
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o.ut 1956. 



A. In the economic aid field, more than ,a dozen development 
projects are now under tray, financed by a 'ioviet credit of 
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II. 


f 100; million, granted in 1955. 

1. Heavy use of the Sot let transitroutefor Afghan foreign 

JtIK • *' ! vV *> . * > • -i. 

trade shipments has continued. 

Throughout 1956, small shipments of Soviet arms have arrived. 
In the past tvo-and-a-half months, however, these arms ship- 
ments have been stepped up. 

The extent of this Soviet arms build-up Is not completely clear, 

% 

but a beefing-up of the antiquated Afghan Air Force appears to 
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t<|l7^Jet fighters (either MIG-15* or 17a) arrived in tozer- 
-• '• 1-Sbmrlf *t the end of October, while 36 to 48 piston 

if tiilners (including IM-1J., YA*-18s, and even « few hell- 


f 
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copters) were flown from the USSR to Kabul about the same 



III. The Soviets are also undertaking both airfield construction and 
personnel training for the Afghan air force. 


25X1X7 A * ' 


35 Soviet technicians 


are present at Ma*ar-i-Sharif for supervision of work on a 
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new Airfield (to include concrete runways, radar installa- 
t i q^r*j^^j»gMgfi^&2OO?/O2n^^l^DP79R00890A000800030002-4 
l “ BfiQjr as 200 Afghans 

being assigned to Maxar-i-Sharif for training. 

. The Soviets also have agreed to construct a new Military 
airfield north of Kabul. 

*• two new 

airfields in the north (Tashkurgan and Kundus) and one 
in the southeast (at Katun, near the Pakistan border) 
are also planned. 



In ground equipment, the Afghans have also received a number 
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-IV. *b.orpt^on ro of d y o . m| 8ov^5 2 ^ 

Afghan, build-up — particularly the air build-up — has serious 
implications. 

A. First, it represents Soviet penetration into a new and 
strategic sector of Afghan national affairs — the military — 
on which the power of the Afghan government rests to a 
considerable degree. 

B. Second, an up^to-date Afghan air force— which should become 
effective in a few years— would to all Intents be a Soviet- 
controlled weapon in South Asia. 

1. For example, the Soviets could benefit from Afghan re- 
connaissance flights over strategic Pakistani installa- 
tions (including those of interest to the US). 
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Perh*r.* the ^ greatest [and' mbst immediate] danger is that the 

2ea^1fietf induce 

Pakistan to take preventive act lba— -to cripple the Afghan 

. .• / ) 

military establishment before it had managed to absorb the 
new Soviet equipment.- 

1. In the same fashion, the Afghans, stimulated by the mere 
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* possession of this new eqaipmtai, might be unable to 
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tempta-tioa to. mi5c^hbstl).e moves against 
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Pakistan. 
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2. JThis temptation would be particularly strong with regard 

tojthe Pushtoonlstan border area, long in dispute between 
the two countries. 

3. Heretofore, Pakistan's great advantage in this dispute 
has been uncontented control of the air over Pushtoonista 

”*•” ^ ie* . 
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BACKOSOOMD— ST^S?d^ ROYAL AFGHAK AIR FORCE 
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On 1 Augu&t 195 « (before receipt of Soviet aid) the Afghan Air 
Force had the following composition: Y 


A. 


Aircraft Strength: 
Flgnters (jjuston; 
Transport-Ronbers 
Trainer (piston) 


it* 


12 

11 

4 


4 


(6 Hawker Hind, ‘jB Alfa Romeo) 
(Avro Anson) 

(Tiger Moths) 


B. 

C. 


TOTAL 27 (only about 60% operational) 

Disposition : All aircraft stationed at Kabul. 

Personnel Strength: 

Pilots i " . 36 


All others 

(officers and nen) 66 


(none Jet-trained: only 6 con- 
sidered competent in exist ipg 
equipnent) 


TOTAL 


91 
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1. Average flying titne^of pilots: less than two hours a 
month. 
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